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ThesewomeninFrance have beenhattered, beatenand
abused. So why do they want their photographs taken?
Photographer Lizzie Sadin tells how she found that her
cameracouldbeused asaweapon toremove the tahoos
that still surround domestic violence

raph the work of

the project, | witnessed the daily

on .]llll Lil“l‘ll"-'llll 1
ed by their
partners. | found thar these
women benefited from talking

pain, humil

Ay

about their experiences, and [
noticed that the

ame visibly

calmer once they knew they could
trust and confide in me. I was a
social warker for 15 years and 1
think that helped me. To have

their photograph taken seemed to

give them courage; it boosted their

confidence and

avbe reinforced

their determination to end the

raph — their att

1 to be: "at least my

problem ca yother women”,

1 did not refrain from showing

the faces of terrib rrered

ymen. L wanted 1 w that

even if they were beaten, they were
still women, still mothers, |
wanted to give them their dignity

back. By

aking these pictures and
uch a sensitive

n has not been

to shock or to pander to the voyeur

I have trie

the daily lives of these women,

menand c

revealing the

pain, the sorrow and the

jov. 1 hope th

insight into thei

ctures provide an

sight of the photo there is,

tromn

|"-'J\'.|]u'|-|\\:

Escaperoute: (left)
Toulouse, This
mather of four has
just been beaten by
her hushand. He used
o go ot drinking
every night and
attackher anhis
return. When she
told him she wanted
adivorce and
showed him papers
Trom her lawyer he
fewinto arage.
hitting her and
breaking amarble
table four
cemtimetres thick.
She sent her children
toaneighbour's
house for refuge
while police advised
Ter o leave her
hushand

Palice persuasion:
(left) Marseilles
Mlerted by
neighbours wha
heard awom
sureaming, police
arrive at this
couple’s home. The
woman has been
attacked and the
police explain how to
bring charges
against her hushand.
Because the police
have received
training in defusing
domestic disputes.
they spend sume
time talhing to the
Ishami hetore
they leave
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Damage
assessment:

{ above) Jean Verdier
Haspital Bondy.
northol Paris
Adector examines 2
woman who has been
savagely heaten

Her hushand. who
accused her of heing
untaithful, tied her
to the bathtub
betore begimning his
aszaull. Athoughno
bones are bhroken,
the womaniz
traumatised and the
doctor will assess
her lor a medical
certificate. Without
this it would be very
difficult for her to
pursue a successal
court case aganst
bt lushand

Marks of pain.
(right) This woman
was heaten for years
and systematically
rortured witha
sharp hiade

Taking refuge:
(left) Flora Tristan
emergency shelter,
Paris. 014 year-old
pirl cowers under a
tahbe, trying to blot
wut the memory of
the vislent attackon
her mother which
she has just
witnessed. She and
Iver mother came to
the shelter to seek
refuge from further
abuse. They were
later moved 1o
temporary
accommad ation
They hope tafinda
permanent home
where they cannot
e fond by thee
hushand

Bruised amd
hattered: {left)
Narth Hospital,
Marseilles, This
WOmAN S injuries
were caused by
hammer bhlaws
Later. her boyfriend
wasarrested
carrying agun

He had beaten her
betore, hut this time
shewas afraid that
T woonle bill e,
She says that she
will now lodgea
complaint




